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Excellencies

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my privilege to be with the distinguished participants from across the globe at this Second Session of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. The Platform provides not only a forum to the comity of nations to renew their commitment to make the world safer from disasters but also provides valuable opportunity for cross fertilization of ideas and sharing of experiences to evolve better strategies that would help reduce risks faced by vulnerable communities across the globe.

Ladies and Gentlemen

The nature and frequency of disasters are changing. Climate change, galloping urbanization, food security and conflicts are magnifying not only the impacts of natural hazards but also the risks that underlie them. The poor are hardest hit, especially in disaster-prone regions of the world. The world has witnessed how easily disasters can wipe out decades of progress in poverty reduction and sustainable development. Disasters, both natural and human induced, attack the poor at several levels—interrupting livelihoods, draining productive and personal assets, destroying essential public infrastructure, and heightening social and economic uncertainty. Reducing vulnerability in today’s changing global landscape requires an unprecedented effort: the best knowledge and skills; greater innovation; enhanced human and institutional capacity; and much more efficient disaster management organization at the country, regional, and international levels. But most importantly, international community need to renew its commitment and resolve to treat the fight against disasters as the prioritize item of the global agenda.

Ladies and Gentlemen

Pakistan is one of the most disaster prone countries on earth on account of its vulnerability to a multitude of natural as well as human induced disasters. The Earthquake of 2005 in NWFP and AJ&K, Earthquake 2008 in Balochistan, Cyclone Yemyin of 2007, recurring phenomena of Flash Floods, Droughts, GLOFs, Landslides, River Erosion, Urban and Forest Fires, Industrial and Transport Accidents, Civil Conflicts and Internal Displacements of communities are the manifestations of the hard reality Pakistan is faced with. Its vulnerability to both natural and man made disasters exhibited the need for establishing appropriate policy and institutional arrangements to reduce losses from disasters in future. The need for strong institutional and policy arrangements was fulfilled with the promulgation of the National Disaster Management Ordinance, 2006, and as a consequence establishment of the National Disaster Management Commission (NDMC) headed by the Prime Minister and the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). In line with Pakistan’s commitment under the HFA and global best practices, a paradigm shift has been made from reactionary emergency oriented approach to pro-active prevention, mitigation and preparedness approach. The NDMA, being the lead agency of Pakistan at the federal level has under taken several key initiatives aimed at establishing a comprehensive disaster management system in the Country. Some of them were:-

· Establishment of DRR institutions at the federal, provincial and district levels.

· Formulation of the National Disaster Risk Management Framework to guide the work of entire system in the area of disaster risk management. Nine priority areas have been identified within this framework to establish and strengthen policies, institutions and capacities over the next five years.

· Establishment of National Disaster Management Fund to make available dedicated resources for disaster risk reduction activities. 

· Initiation of National Institute of Disaster Management Project with the purpose of establishing a Centre of Excellence in the field of disaster management, catering for the domestic as well as regional training and research needs.

· The National Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Management Project which is in progress and several development projects are being implemented in the priority areas identified in the National Framework. Some of which include:

· Human Resource Development (HRD) for Disaster Risk Management (DRM).

· Disaster Risk Management (DRM) Planning.

· Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Mainstreaming.

· Community Based Disaster Risk Management Activities.

· Establishment of state of the art Urban Search and Rescue Teams.

· Initiation of Composite Risk Assessment and National Emergency Response System Project. The detailed activities under the project include mapping of hazard risks in Pakistan, develop guidelines and standards for response, equip national and provincial Emergency Operation Centres with essential IT equipment, prepare National Disaster Response Plan, develop departmental SOPs for disaster response, develop an information management system for disaster response, and capacity building activities on risk assessment and response.

· In order to ensure integrated national response for anticipated hazards in the country, contingency planning exercise has been under taken which include the following:

· Winter Contingency Plan.

· Cyclone Contingency Plan (for Karachi City),

· Monsoon Contingency Plan.
· Industrial/Chemical Accidents Contingency Plan.

·  Marine Oil/Chemical Spill Contingency Plan.

· Technical Contingency Plan.

· Contingency Plans for Drought, Tsunami, Mass Casualty Management and Earthquakes are being prepared.
Ladies and Gentlemen 

It takes decades to build, but it takes seconds to destroy as a consequence of disaster. We need to work together to reduce the impact of disasters. The Global Platform is one of those avenues which provide us the opportunity to sit together, share ideas and develop viable strategies to make humanity safer and resilient against the disasters. I hope that this Second Session of Global Platform will go a long way in fostering closer relationships amongst the nations with a renewed commitment from them to fight disasters together. 

Thank you. 
